
 
 
 
 
 

A Special Thanks to Our Judges!  
 

After Hours Film Society goes to great lengths to recruit highly - qualified film 
professionals and film educators to serve as judges for the student film festi-
val. These individuals are required to watch hours and hours of video in order 
to evaluate the work of the filmmakers. Each entry is rated on structure, crea-
tive approach, and technical excellence, with special consideration given to the 
academic level of the student. The judges ’ scores are calculated and the sub-
missions earning the highest scores are presented at our festival. We would 
like to thank all of our participants — judges and student filmmakers — for ena-
bling us to create this special program.  
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1.   “Tooth and Thread” by Jasmine Weddle   
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Columbus, OH | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
In this whimsical animated short, a trio of scrap gremlins rush into the night to fetch a child's 
lost tooth. Returning to their old dusty attic, they use their newfound ingredient to assemble a 
new sibling with the aid of the wise elder gremlin, Granny Needles. 

2.   “Ursa Minor” by Sophie Schmid   
Secondary Filmmaker: Camille Rovero 
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Orange, CA | Running Time: 4 Mins. 
After struggling to be vulnerable with her overextended mother, Hazel's drawings help express 
what she isn't able to say out loud. 

3.   “Don't Trash Our Home” by Sean Peabody   
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Elmhurst, IL | Running Time: 1 Min. 
Daryl, a carefree fisherman, enjoys some canned beverages while out at sea. However, he 
discards his empty cans by throwing them overboard, and he soon realizes that his actions 
have not gone unnoticed. 

4.   “Evil Eye” by Mia StarrFrank   
Secondary Filmmaker: Sophie Jones 
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Redmond, WA | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
An anxious young woman tries to break out of her shell by going to a party but her fears are 
lurking beneath the surface. 

5.   “Life” by Christian Sanchez   
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Glen Ellyn, IL | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
Life (Vida) is an experimental mixed-media animated film that follows Christian throughout the 
city of Chicago. Step into his shoes to see what kind of ideas he has as he takes inspiration 
from the environment around him. 

6.   “Harper” by Emily Ward   
Secondary Filmmaker: Keira Schehl 
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Tallahassee, FL | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
In idyllic, sun-soaked Florida, young Harper breaks her dominant arm and is shaken by how 
little control she truly has. Frustrated and disoriented, she shares a quiet lunch with her dad, a 
moment that gently shifts her perspective. 

7.   “Jilly & Juno” by Casey Blackwood   
Secondary Filmmakers: Alexis Bellotti, Emery Christian, Megan McDowell, Sarah Pflughoeft 
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Menomonie, WI | Running Time: 6 Mins. 
Two sisters on a futuristic oil rig get separated while exploring, and must find their way back to 
each other while tackling boundaries and the unknown. 

8.   “Pond Kings - Battle of the Championship” by Shijin Wang   
Merit Award | Graduate | Oakville, Ontario, Canada | Running Time: 1 Min. 
Pond Kings – Battle of the Championship is a fast-paced animated short that parodies martial 
arts showdowns with humor and heart. In this unexpected face-off, Frog Lee—the undisputed 
champion of the pond, takes on Papaya the Fly, a tiny challenger with big surprises. Packed 
with playful energy and stylized action, the film celebrates the underdog spirit in the most un-
likely of heroes. 

9.   “Smoke Break” by Milena Fiodorow   
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Dublin and Volda, Ireland | Running Time: 4 Mins. 
An angry rat chef who works in a cockroach-infested restaurant goes out for a smoke break. 
There he meets his greatest rival: the roach who has infested his restaurant. 
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10.   “You've Got This, Allie!” by Wren Petkov   
Secondary Filmmaker: Michelle Saal 
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Dublin, Ireland | Running Time: 5 Mins. 
An uncertain young girl takes a leap and finds herself alone in a big city, surrounded by 
strangers, for the first time in her life. But are we ever really alone in a crowd? "You've got this, 
Allie!" is about how far we're willing to go for others, unexpected friendships, and a cute dog. 

11.   “My Popo's Favourite Colour is Yellow” by Winnie Chua Wei Lin   
Merit Award | Undergraduate | Singapore | Running Time: 5 Mins. 
A girl journeys through moments long left behind, to retrace colours and textures of her grand-
mother’s home— only to find those memories flawed and misunderstood. 

12.   “To Be Feared” by Caden Jones   
Award of Excellence | Middle School | Sarasota, FL | Running Time: 4 Mins. 
A misunderstood creature travels through the city trying to find a purpose. 

13.   “Fly Fishing” by Ethan Walker   
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Orange, CA | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
A delivery pilot must fight off a sleazy air pirate from stealing his blimp, but he really just wants 
to fish. 

14.   “Family Dinner” by Huayi Yu   
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Valencia, CA | Running Time: 4 Mins. 
Tonight, dinner starts with a slice of tomato. 

15.   “Mariposa” by Brook Vitovsky   
Secondary Filmmaker: Cambria Cheney 
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Redmond, WA | Running Time: 5 Mins. 
Mariposa's world begins to unravel around her when she finds a mysterious butterfly. 

16.   “How We Hamsters Die” by Mio Gribskov   
Secondary Filmmaker: Phoebe Burdick 
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | San Jose, CA | Running Time: 6 Mins. 
A comedic 2D animated short film that tells the absurdly tragic stories of hamsters from the after
-life. Built upon interviews and ue stories, the film aims to entertain while promoting responsible 
pet ownership and proper treatment of hamsters. 

17.   “Alienated!” by Andrew Erbskorn   
Secondary Filmmaker: Delaney Wilson 
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Savannah , GA | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
“Alienated!” follows our protagonist as his residence is attacked by large purple monsters. Hi-
jinks ensue as he runs for his life and attempts to survive in an unfamiliar wilderness, traveling 
further and further away from home. 

18.   “Cat-Tastrophe” by Morgan Seigler   
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Orange, CA | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
A cat with catastrophic antics inspires a villainous inventor to devise her most evil plan yet. 

19.   “Pair of Wings” by DoHyeon KIM   
Secondary Filmmakers: ChanJu KIM, SeoYeon CHO, MinSeok KIM 
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Sejong_si, South Korea | Running Time: 8 Mins. 
The journey to graduation begins for two friends who dream of taking flight. 

20.   “God Dam” by Abigail Hill   
Secondary Filmmaker: Tamryn LeGrant 
Award of Excellence | Undergraduate | Savannah, GA | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
God Dam is stop-motion mockumentary about two beavers that work in a post office. It follows a 
typical work day for Clint Eatswood, the energetic manager, as he attempts to clean up the 
mess created by his unenthusiastic employee, Humphrey Damiels. 

21.   “The Legend of King Nibbles” by Alison Chang   
Secondary Filmmaker: Toprak Bekiroglu 
Best of Show | Undergraduate | Sarasota, FL | Running Time: 3 Mins. 
A hamster king is a victim of his own demise when he refuses to share his excessive wealth with 
the rest of his kingdom. 


